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President’s Corner 
    

 I have always believed that 
God sends people into our lives 
when we need them and possibly 
the same can be said for pets. For 
example, last spring a friendly 
orange tom cat appeared at our 
door. My husband and I assumed 
he was the neighbor’s cat and we 
discouraged him from making our 
home his territory. We already 
had 2 elderly cats named Steve 

and Prissy and we didn’t need or want a third one. 
However, after a month of constant visits, the cat 
appeared thinner and hungrier than ever and we as-
sumed that this cat had no home. Our modest food 
offerings were eagerly consumed and the orange cat 
adopted us permanently. We named this cat Trevor. 
 Steve and Prissy grudgingly tolerated Trevor’s 
presence. In order to avoid conflict between Trevor 
and the other two cats we kept them separated. 
Steve was a solid white male cat with yellow eyes. 
He too was a hungry stray who appeared on our door-
step 15 years ago. My husband named him after a 
friend from church. Our friend Steve was tall and thin 
with a voracious appetite but never seemed to gain a 
pound. These characteristics between human and 
feline were similar and the name fit. Steve was the 
model cat. Even people who didn’t like cats liked 
Steve. His personality was canine-like; loyal, friendly, 
obedient and affectionate. Our other cat Prissy, a 
tortoiseshell, was also an adopted stray of 12 years. 
Little did we know then that our 3 cat household 
would be short-lived. 
 Subsequently, Prissy developed medical problems 
and had to be put to sleep. The following March our 
Steve developed a tumor on his weary old heart. 
Steve’s loss was heartbreaking as he was a true and 
loyal companion and my favorite. 
 However, Steve’s loss has been a little easier to 
endure with Trevor’s unexpected appearance. During 
times of loss and sorrow, I often think of a well-
known scripture from Ecclesiastes 3:1-2, “There is a 
time for everything, and a season for every activity 
under heaven; a time to be born and a time to die.”   

  

 
 
 
 
  

 

 Outside the July sun was 
scorching the earth, but inside 
the day room at the Care Facility 
it was pleasantly cool, and an air 
of enthusiastic good will pre-
vailed. Our monthly Music Session 
was coming to an end. As I was 
leaving, a resident stopped me. 
He grabbed my hand and 
searched my face intently as he 
said, “May I ask you a question?” 

“Certainly,” I said.  “Miss Martha, will you promise 
me that you will come back at Christmas?”  Without 
hesitation I said, “Of course! I will surely be here.” 
 On my way home I was thinking over this brief 
encounter. Was the dear man confused about the 
day? The season? Why was it so important to him that 
our music would be ongoing at Christmastime? Again, 
I thought about the possibility that I might not be 
able to come five months hence. However willing I 
might be, circumstances could possibly prevent my 
coming to be with them. For many years this volun-
teer assignment has been on my calendar. If it came 
to an end, I would miss the sharing of music with 
these wonderful people and their devoted caregivers.  
 Again I thought of the people involved in the Out-
reach Program of Metropolitan Music Ministries. With-
out question the volunteers have a sincere desire to 
bring the Good News to people in our city who are 
out of the mainstream. And I smiled as I realized that 
if not I, hopefully someone from our ministry would 
be there. 
 In my mind I sent the resident a message: “Sir, 
the Lord willing, at Christmastime….I’ll be there!” 
  

Martha Strawn Iley 
 
 We all face life changes and challenges not al-
ways under our control. This scripture reminds us of 
God’s sovereignty and enduring presence. Today I say 
a prayer of thanks for the time we had with Steve 
and for the adventures that are still to come with a 
sassy orange tabby named Trevor.  
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 Now in her sixth season as director of the Festival Singers of Carolina Voices, Donna 

Hill has successfully led the group in inspiring concert seasons including the premiere of 
two new works, Beatitude Mass by Henry Mollicone, and Psalm 138 (text from the Dead 
Sea Scrolls exhibit and commissioned by Carolina Voices) by David Crowe. As the direc-
tor, Donna looks for opportunities to program music that is new, sometimes untradi-
tional, and most especially music that touches and inspires the heart. She also serves as 
the Choir Director for Central United Methodist Church in Concord, North Carolina.  
 In the Charlotte music community, she served as the Associate Conductor and singer 
for the Oratorio Singers and serves as the conductor for the annual Hospice Light Up a 
Life service. Donna received her Bachelors of Music Education in Choral Conducting from 
Winthrop University where she studied choral conducting with Dr. Robert Edgerton. She 
also studied with the former Oratorio Director, the late Dr. Mary Nell Saunders. Donna 
feels deeply that music has the power to heal and transport the Spirit, that music is the 
universal language. 

 

Regardless of where they are needed 
They will always be there - 
In a hospital or private home - 
They can be found anywhere. 
  

God has selected volunteers, 
And He is blessing them 
To go places where He cannot go, 
And do His work for Him. 
  

When they enter into God’s presence 
He will bless them one by one, 
And I feel they will hear Him say, 
“Thou good and faithful servant, well done!” 
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Donna Hill, 2009 Director of the  

Choir of Choral Directors 

Mary Jean Scappucci 

Unsung Heroes 
by Mary Jean Scappucci 

resident, White Oaks Manor 
 

Some of the most unsung heroes 
Are those who volunteer. 
Whenever White Oak needs them 
They will always be here. 
  

Wherever there is a need 
They are glad to answer the call 
And willing to do any task 

Whether it is large or small. 

Conductor Donna Hill to Lead 
the Choir of  Choral Directors at the MMM Annual Service 

Charles Ronald Riley - Disciple Par Excellente 

Ron Riley 

 A Gentle Call…continues to be answered… This summer Ron Riley retired from a second 

career of distinguished accomplishment. As he closes the chapter as a United Methodist 
Church pastor, he begins a new endeavor as a Scholar in a seminary doctoral program.   
 Ron was born in Philadelphia but grew up in an industrial suburb of Pittsburgh, PA. Near 
his home there was a Methodist church that played a dominant role in his life as he became 
active in MYF, choir and Scouts. As an Eagle Scout he was elected to the Order of the Arrow, 
and he took part in the God and Country program. During those years he experienced an In-
ner call to ministry which would eventually be realized.   
 After high school Ron studied Engineering at Carnegie Institute of Technology in Pitts-
burgh, served in the Army (1958-1960), and graduated from Penn state in Mathematics. He 
went to work at Metropolitan Life in New York City and became a Fellow of the Society of 
Actua 
  
Actuaries. This led to positions of increasing financial and managerial responsibilities. His success in the corporate 

realm continued until he became President of two large subsidiaries and several US and International Boards. Eventu-
ally he became CEO and then COO of the US insurance operations. In 1984 his career responsibilities brought him and 
his family to Charlotte. 
 Ron became involved in MMM as a lay person and has continued active participation through his days as a seminary 
student and as a pastor. Our ministry is honored to have had a small but significant connection in Ron’s spiritual jour-
ney. I first met Ron in the early 1990’s as he was Speaker at Charlotte Rescue Mission (Rebound). He was with a group 
from St. John’s Episcopal Church as they conducted the Sunday afternoon Chapel Service for MMM. He wrote:  

“According to God’s providential will, I met the Dean of Gordon Conwell Theological Seminary - Charlotte, Dr. 
Wayne Goodwin, at a 1994 worship service of MMM. I asked for his card and made plans for a meeting. I sub-
mitted an application for admission, was accepted, and began classes in 1995.” 

He graduated with the Master of Divinity degree in 2000. In 2001, Ron was appointed co-pastor of Spencer Memorial 
UMC, and in 2003 associate pastor of Memorial UMC. 
 Ron’s loyalty to our ministry, his warm and generous heart, his beautiful, eloquent prayers and sermons, and his 
spiritual depth are his unique trademarks. Ron and his wife, Rosalie, are dearly loved by Metropolitan Music Minis-
tries. Blessings to you both!                        Martha Iley 



 METROPOLITAN MUSIC MINISTRIES, INC. 
 

cordially invites you to the 
 

Twenty-fourth Annual Celebration of Music in Worship 
A Service of Sacred Music 

 

Sunday, September 27, 2009 ð 6:00 pm  
 

Providence Baptist Church 
4921 Randolph Road 

Charlotte, North Carolina 
 

David M. Hines, Dr. Martha S. Iley, Ginger G. Wyrick, directors 
Mr. James Orr, III, organist 
Dr. Luther I. Wade, reader 

Brass Quartet: Richard Spangler, John Harding, Rich Austin, Patti Lutz 
Kent E. Love, timpani, Ginger G. Wyrick, flute   

 

Choirs and Directors 
 

AMEN (African-American Male Enrichment Network) Community Choir. . . Dr. Frances McClain 
Matthews United Methodist Church Adult Choir. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Peter Leo 
Nova Voce . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Deborah C. Lutz 
Providence Baptist Church Sanctuary Choir. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Carey Cannon 
Queens University of Charlotte Chamber Singers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ginger Wyrick 
St. Martin’s Episcopal Church Adult Choir . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Budd Kirby 
Choir of Choral Directors . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .with guest conductor, Donna J. Hill 

 

Accompanists 
 

Megan Ballsom, Diann Clark, Budd Kirby, 
Dr. Frances McClain, Audrey McConnell, Amy Morris 

 

Clergy and Lay Participants 
 

Rev. Dr. R. Alton Cadenhead, Jr . . . . . . . . . Senior Pastor, Providence Baptist Church 
Rev. Mr. C. Ronald Riley . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Retired Pastor, United Methodist Church 
Rev. Mr. Robert M. Austell, Jr. . . . . . . . . Pastor, Good Shepherd Presbyterian Church 
Mrs. Taishen (Lisa H.) Siao . . . . . . . . . . . . . .President, Metropolitan Music Ministries 

 

Participating 2009 Church Music Scholarship Winners 
 

Mr. Joshua D. Colbert, pianist, winner of the Cheryl Elise Iley Lindstrom Scholarship 
Mr. David T. Mosely, baritone, winner of the Martha Strawn Iley Scholarship 
Ms. Casey E. Whaley, organist, winner of the Richard Vansciver Scholarship 

 

Reception following the service ð All are welcome 
For more information, visit MMM’s website at www.metromusicministries.org 
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MMM Requests 
Your E-Mail Address 

 

 In an effort to improve communication and to be 
as effective as possible with resources, MMM requests 
you submit your e-mail address for future mailings 
and announcements to:  

 

MMMGraceNotes@aol.com 
 

Judah Jones 

 

Your contribution to Metropolitan Music Ministries will 

place you in one of the following levels of support. 

Contributions are cumulative within each calendar year. 

 

Friend $1-24    Sustainer $50-99 

Supporter $25-49   Benefactor $100-499 

Patron $500 and above 

 

General Fund $ ________ Scholarship $ ________ 

 

Thank you! 
 

May we list your name in our Annual Report? ___ Yes ___ No 

 

I am interested in volunteer opportunities. _____ 

 

Any gift to Metropolitan Ministries, Inc.  

may be made in Honor or Memory of Family or Friends. 

 

ENCLOSED IS MY GIFT FOR $ _____________ 

 

Please Acknowledge to: 

 

Name:______________________________________________ 

 
Address:____________________________________________ 

 
City: _______________________________________________ 

 
State: _____________________ Zip: _____________________ 

 

PLEASE COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING 

DONOR INFORMATION: 

 

Name:______________________________________________ 

 
Address:____________________________________________ 

 
City: _______________________________________________ 

 
State: _____________________ Zip: _____________________ 

 
Your phone:_________________________________________ 

 
Your e-mail:________________________________________ 

 

Mail to: 

Metropolitan Music Ministries 

PO Box 221231 

Charlotte, NC 28222-1231 
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Annual Spaghetti Dinner 
Scholarship Fund Raiser 

and Silent Auction 
 

Friday, November 6, 2009  

5:30 - 7:30 pm  

St. Johnõs Episcopal Church 

Parish Hall 

1623 Carmel Road, Charlotte NC 28226 
 

$12.00 per person  
 

All proceeds benefit  
the MMM Scholarship Fund 
Contact the ministry office 

to purchase tickets: 
704-529-1616 

Metropolitan Music Ministries, Inc.  
Profit & Loss  

January through December 2008 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
  
 
 
 

 

 Support for Volunteers   $3,835  20% 
 Annual Celebration Service $4,241  22% 
 Endowments        $425    2% 
 Newsletters     $4,477  23% 
 Scholarships     $6,400  33% 
  

 Total          $19,378     100% 

Support for Volunteers

Annual Celebration 
Service

Endowments

Newsletters

Scholarships



PATRONS 
Anonymous 

Dr. Richard Hipp and Mrs. Ginger Wyrick 
Deborah and Richard Hodde 

Bryce and Martha Iley 

Juanita C. Moss 
Rev. and Mrs. Ronald Riley 

Taishen and Lisa Siao 
 

BENEFACTORS 
Anonymous 

Mr. and Mrs. James T. Atwater 
Good Shepherd Presbyterian Church 

David and Annette Hines 
Prentiss and Bailey Lindstrom 

Elayne P. McCormack 
Anne B. McKelvey 

Providence Baptist Church 

Mr. and Mrs. A. Lee Royal 
D. Mack and Jill Willet 

 

SUSTAINERS 
Anonymous 

Clarence and Bonnie Adams 
Rev. Alexander M. Alvord 

Bank of America 
Christine Beaman 

Doris Anne Bradley 
Mr. and Mrs. Henry Bridges 
Nancy and Steven C. Brown 

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas W. Caine 

Cokesbury UMC Women 
Mr. and Mrs. Roderick Coward 

Mr. and Mrs. William A. Deaton 
Mr. and Mrs. Roy Dellinger 

Mr. and Mrs. Crowder Falls 
Dorris E. Goodyear 

Mr. and Mrs. William H. Griffin 
Mr. and Mrs. Moody Honeycutt 

Marie C. Irving 
Wayne Johnson 

Lamar and Patti Lutz 
Graham C. Mason 

Mr. and Mrs. Ernest S. McClain 
Mr. and Mrs. Nathan H. McLamb 

Richard B. Metzler 
Mary T. Noland 

Randal E. and Emily Phillips 
Dr. and Mrs. John T. Roper, Sr. 

Dr. Billy W. Royal and Dr. Nancy Earl 
Rev. Mr. and Mrs. Charles K. Royal 

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph C. Royal 
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Royal 

Stephaine I. Salb 
Claiborne and Virginia Satcher 

Mary Springsteed 
Lorraine Starnes 
Gloria Ray Stipp 

Mr. and Mrs. Bobby Strickland 

Colonel (retired) and Mrs. Louis E. Taylor 
Dr. Gregory Thompson 

Mr. and Mrs. Henry A. Turlington 
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Ungerbuehler 

Mr. and Mrs. James G. Wylie, Jr. 

2008 Annual Report  
 Metropolitan Music Ministries gratefully acknowledges the generosity and commitment of the following individuals, businesses, 

churches and organizations. Your faithful donations, along with many in-kind gifts, undergird our ministry expense, and are deeply 
appreciated. 

R E C E N T   C O N T R I B U T I O N S 

FRIENDS 
Gina Ayscue 

Linda J. and Allen A. Behrle 
Ann H. Bennoit 

Pauline R. Bethea 
Peggy D. Bridgers 

Mr. and Mrs. Neal Broome 
Mrs. Martha Bryson 

Nancy Godfrey Cates 
Quilla D. Cartee 

Edna Carver 
Dr. Bessie Chronaki 

Greg M. and Kathy S. Clarke 
Doris Coble 

Ron Coffman 
Emma Collins 

Frances H. Connell 
Diana Daughteridge 

Vonda M. Davis 
Mr. and Mrs. William Deaton 

Alice Deere 
Carolyn C. Gaylord 

Mrs. Claire L. Graham 
Norman J., Jr. and Virginia B. Godbold 

Mrs. Marty Greene 
Mr. and Mrs. William O. Grosch 

Emily G. Gulledge 
Edgar H. Haire 

Dr. and Mrs. Robert C. Hanes 
Blair W. Harris 

Rodney Harrison 
Mr. and Mrs. Greg Hart 

Mary H. Hartford 
Nancy Hunter Holland 

W. C. Hope 
Rita Hostale 

Max M. Howie 
Sylvia K. Ingle 

James P. and Elaine H. Langstaff 
Carolyn Leonard 

Betty Loftis 
Patric D. Lummuka 

Eugeina Gullick Marcotte 
Florine W. Marren 

Mr. and Mrs. Wilbur C. McKenzie 
Mr. and Mrs. Joshua D. McLean 
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas McNair 

Elise G. Metzler 
Mr. and Mrs. Peter W. Murray 

Donna J. Musante 
Betty M. Neal 

Norma K. and Robert S. Owens 
Leanna Parker 

Louise F. Rodgers 
Mildred M. Rosenburg 
Gwendolyn C. Shaw 

Beulah E. Smith 
Susan Snippon 

St. Markõs Lutheran Church 
Howard W. Stephenson 

Mr. and Mrs. William F. Strickhouser 
Mr. and Mrs. Carl Turner 

Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Warner 
Robert and Agnes Whitesell 

Mary Alice Wilson 
Ben and Joyce Witherington 

Carolyn C. Woodard 
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SUPPORTERS 
Anonymous 

Mrs. Betty Acuff 
AIG Matching Grants Program 

Mr. Kenneth D. Alexander 

Mr. and Mrs. Edwin O. Back 
Mr. and Mrs. Billy J. Blankenship 

Mr. and Mrs. Leo Brevard 
Laura L. Burke 

Howard M. Byrum 
Jana E. Casper 

Connie Andrews Sunday School Class - 
Providence Baptist Church 

Mr. and Mrs. Jack E. Featherston 
Catherine C. and Richard Ferguson 

Cicely E. Forde 
Wilson and Avonelle Coolsby 

Cleo T. Gullick 
David and Misti Kai Gwynne 

Mr. and Mrs. C. Mitchell Hagler 
Rebecca B. Harris 

Mr. and Mrs. H. George Hartis 
Mrs. W. Kathryn Hildreth 

Ms. Betty Hooker 
Sarah Howe 

Sheldon W. Johnson 
Mr. and Mrs. Perry M. Jones 

Rebecca M. Kay 
Mrs. Mary C. Kale 

Kyung Kim 
Kevin L. and Julia T. Kline 

Dr. Joseph E. Lamners 
Rev. Mr. Alfred Lewis, Jr. 

Janet Little 
Dr. Otto A. and Dr. Nancy A. Lockee 

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph R. Marks 
Rev. Mr. and Mrs. David A. McLean 

Mr. and Mrs. Jeremy A. McLean 
Miss Sarah Kristen McLean 

Mary T. Moore 
Mr. and Mrs. Alpha M. Neely 

Mr. and Mrs. Clyde E. Payne 
Daphne Penuel 

Mr. and Mrs. Paul H. Pfeiffer 
Mr. and Mrs. Roger L. Poteet 

Mrs. Elizabeth H. Pratt 
Helen S. Purdy 
M. V. Ratcliffe 

David A. and Betty Jo Riggsbee 

Beth Rust 
Clyde L. and Glenn T. Sawyer 

Gertrude G. Robbins 
Sharon United Methodist Church Women 

Richard and Sarah F. R. Shaw 
Mrs. Billie J. Simpson 

Penny Stiegel 
Sara K. Tatham 
Billie S. Taylor 

Sharon Blackburn Voight 
Mr. and Mrs. Jarvis Warren 

Mr. and Mrs. James W. White 

Rev. Betsy Williamson 
Duncan M. And Eleanor L. Witte 

 
 



 

For news, features,  
and calendar events  

visit the MMM website:  
www.metromusicministries.org  

 

Service Record of  
Metropolitan Music Ministries, Inc.  

Cumulative  
October 7, 1984 - August 31, 2009  

 
 

Number of Services, Programs, 
Meetings and Projects: 

 

9,956  
 
 

Number of Times an Individual 
Participated in the Ministry Work: 

 

29,178  
 
 

Total Known Audience: 
 

421,970  

MMM OFFICERS AND BOARDñ2009 
 

Founders:  
 

Rebecca C. Echerd 
Dr. Martha S. Iley 
Catherine F. Stout 

 

Officers:  
   

 Lisa H. Siao, President   Barbara B. Falls, Assistant Secretary 
 Jill H. Willet, Vice President D. MacLeod Willet, CPA, Treasurer 
 Dr. Diann P. Back, Secretary Dr. Martha S. Iley, Past Chairman 
  

    Directors:      Advisors:  
  

   Rev. Alec Alvord   Mary Ellen Atwater    
   Nancy W. Brown   Andrew M. Cole 
   C. Angela Forde   Rev. Judah L. Jones 
   David M. Hines    Julia J. Souther  
   Norma H. Honeycutt  Sara K. Tatham 
   Dr. Martha S. Iley   Dr. Gregory Thompson    
   Graham G. Mason   Carole B. Whittington 
   Anne B. McKelvey   Ginger G. Wyrick 
   Patricia C. McKenzie  Catherine D. Youngblood 
    

Ex-Officio Director  
Leslie H. Miller, Attorney at Law 
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ñ...my servants sing  

for joy of heart.ò  

Isaiah 65:14  

Metropolitan Music Ministries, Inc. 

PO Box 221231 

Charlotte, NC 28222 
  

704-529-1616 

MMMGraceNotes@aol.com 

www.metromusicministries.org 


